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Abstract: The purpose of the study was to determine the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software on postgraduate students of economics education 

integrity in intellectual pursuits in State owned universities in South-East, Nigeria. 

The study was carried out in the South-East of Nigeria. The study was guided by 

three research questions and two hypotheses. The study adopted a descriptive 

research design. The population of the study was 185 (75 males and 110 females) 

and it covered all the postgraduate students of Economics Education in all the 3 

state owned Universities offering Economics Education as a course at the 

postgraduate level. The study's sample consisted of 126 postgraduate students of 

Economics Education, including 51 males and 75 females. The researcher used a 

proportionate random sampling technique to ensure that the sample size of each 

school accurately reflected its percentage representation in the overall population. 

The data gathering tool used in this study was a researcher-developed questionnaire 

entitled Turnitin Plagiarism Detection Software Integrity in Intellectual Pursuits 

Questionnaire (PDSIIPQ). The data that was gathered was subjected to analysis 

utilizing the mean and standard deviation measures for the research questions while 

t-test for the hypotheses. The findings of the study revealed that there was no 

significance difference in the mean response rating of male and female 

postgraduate students of Economics Education on the impact of plagiarism 

detection test software on academic integrity in intellectual pursuit. Conclusion was 

drawn and the study recommended that Turnitin account should be given to 

students so that they can check their work before submission to the appropriate 

authority in the university. 

Keywords: Turnitin, Plagiarism, Integrity, Intellectual Pursuits, Gender. 

Introduction 

Enhancing students' and researchers' understanding of the 

consequences of plagiarism detection tests would enhance students' 

commitment to academic integrity in their intellectual pursuits, 

which are now at risk due to plagiarism. Plagiarism is a significant 

obstacle that Nigerian higher institutions must confront since it 

jeopardises the integrity of academic papers produced by students 

and researchers (Ibegbulam & Eze, 2015). Plagiarism is a kind of 

academic theft when individuals take someone else's intellectual 

property and portray it as their own work (Ramesh, Maheshkumar 

& Namrata, 2015). Ukwuoma (2019) regards plagiarism as the act 

of using another individual's ideas or words without appropriate 

reference, resulting in the failure to acknowledge the original 

author adequately. Moreover, it entails the act of presenting 

someone else's views as if they were one's own. This study defines 

plagiarism as the act of presenting someone else's views, ideas, 

published or unpublished work, pictures, inventions, or words as 

one's own, either with or without proper paraphrasing. This 

includes falsifying references or sources, as well as any other 

intentional or unintentional dishonesty that occurs during the 

writing of academic papers by students. 

 

 

Students and researchers can perpetrate plagiarism in several 

forms. Ellis, Zucker, and Randall (2018) identified numerous 

forms of plagiarism that students and researchers might perpetrate. 

These include: engaging in the act of plagiarising an article 

obtained from the internet or an online or electronic database 

without following proper citation practices; failing to give 

appropriate credit after paraphrasing, summarising, and using 

quotation marks; copying a document from a nearby source; using 

the method of cutting and pasting to combine content from 

multiple sources; citing only a portion of the copied text while 

omitting quotation marks; and fabricating a citation. In addition, 

Enago (2019) has identified eight distinct manifestations of 

plagiarism that may arise in academic papers authored by students 

at higher educational institutions. The categorization encompasses 

many forms of plagiarism, including complete plagiarism, source- 

based plagiarism, direct plagiarism, self or author plagiarism, 

paraphrase plagiarism, mosaic plagiarism, erroneous authorship, 

and inadvertent plagiarism. According to Enago, full or total 

plagiarism is widely recognized as a highly egregious form of 

academic misconduct. It occurs when an individual, whether a 
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student or a researcher, appropriates someone else's created 

material and presents it as their own original work. Source-based 

plagiarism refers to the act of wrongly attributing information to a 

source that is either inaccurate or non-existent. This encompasses 

situations when a researcher uses a secondary source of data or 

information but only acknowledges the initial source in their 

citation. Direct plagiarism refers to the act of a writer copying 

someone else's work without giving credit to the original source. 

Some Nigerian higher education institutions witness various 

manifestations of plagiarism. Onu (2019) described a scenario in 

which university students would visit a different university to 

present completed projects and seek approval from their project 

supervisors. Once the topics were approved, the students would 

then retype the manuscript and submit it again, with minimal or no 

changes, as a partial fulfilment of their programme requirements. 

Furthermore, several students have been observed utilizing 

internet-enabled electronic devices to extract and modify content 

from a completed research study in the university library that bears 

resemblance to their own work (Rowe, 2004). Instances of 

plagiarism that can occur in Nigerian universities encompass 

fabricating references or sources, appropriating a completed thesis 

from the internet and presenting it as one's own work, and 

modifying citations in a previously submitted project to create the 

illusion of a current study, among other methods (Onu, 2019). The 

existence of many types of plagiarism made it necessary to develop 

plagiarism-detecting software such as Turnitin. 

Turnitin is a programme that detects instances of text in your 

assignments that are found elsewhere, including websites, journal 

articles, books, and other students' work. Turnitin, an online tool 

introduced in 1997, ensures academic honesty by comparing files 

to its database and the content of other websites (Turnitin.com, 

2018). Turnitin is used by both the state and federal government 

owned universities in the Southeast, Nigeria to verify the integrity 

of postgraduate students’ works in their intellectual pursuits. 

Turnitin is a commercially available tool that identifies and 

prevents plagiarism by providing a comprehensive overview of 

matched content and a similarity index. Several nations worldwide 

widely accept and use Turnitin (Bruton & Childers, 2016). 

According to Mphahlele and McKenna (2019), Turnitin is a 

commercial software programme that uses internet-based text- 

matching technology to identify instances of plagiarism. Bruton 

and Childers (2016) assert that this programme is well recognised 

as a prominent tool for detecting plagiarism in universities 

worldwide. The submitted documents on Turnitin undergo 

computerised comparison with a vast amount of web page contents 

and the efforts of other students who have previously submitted 

their papers to the Turnitin database repository (Ranawella, 2018). 

Ranawella further said that Turnitin conducts comparisons across 

papers, including a vast array of publications, journals, and 

magazines, in order to detect instances of plagiarism. 

After conducting a thorough comparison of the provided 

document, Turnitin creates a similarity report that offers a concise 

overview of the matched content. The report displays the similarity 

index level underneath the main body of the original submission as 

a percentage. This percentage represents the amount of matching 

text in relation to the total number of words in the submission. As 

stated in the user guide, a higher percentage indicates that 

Turnitin's databases have identified a larger portion of the 

submitted text as matching content. Turnitin's report displays 

colours and numbers that correlate to the sources from which the 

student's academic work has been duplicated. The original sources 

provide a detailed examination of the origins of each of the 

highlighted words in the text. The use of Turnitin detection 

software could give room for academic integrity in students 

intellectual pursuits. In their study, Balbay and Kilis (2019) noted 

that while Turnitin is a sophisticated programme, it still has 

limitations in detecting plagiarism when PowerPoint files are 

submitted. Balbay and Kilis also said that in order to circumvent 

high similarity rates on Turnitin, students choose to publish images 

of text on their presentations, thereby preventing the programme 

from comparing the material with other uploaded slides or internet 

sources. Student presentations demonstrated a lower effectiveness 

of the program compared to student essays. This is because 

Turnitin recognised the text inside photos as images and was 

unable to identify commonalities across slides. Although Turnitin 

has this limitation, the programme nonetheless contributes to the 

advancement of students' academic honesty. 

From an academic standpoint, integrity in intellectual pursuits 

stands in direct opposition to plagiarism. Integrity in intellectual 

pursuits is often seen as a fundamental aspect of moral character, 

including admirable and virtuous traits such as honesty, directness, 

authenticity, and truthfulness shown in scholastic endeavours. 

Therefore, it may be inferred that integrity in intellectual pursuits 

often includes qualities such as honesty, candour, directness, and 

sincerity in the academic realm. Stepchyshyn and Robert (2007) 

regard integrity in intellectual pursuits as the act of consistently 

demonstrating and upholding the highest standards of honesty and 

integrity in all academic endeavours. The preceding meaning 

elucidates that integrity in intellectual pursuits entails the ethical 

conduct of doing one's research or academic tasks, such as 

assignments, without resorting to deceitful actions, such as 

cheating, and refraining from misattributing others' work as one's 

own. Fishman (2014) states that the International Centre for 

Academic Integrity suggests that following academic integrity 

involves a strong commitment to five fundamental principles: 

honesty, respect, trust, fairness, and responsibility, especially in 

difficult situations. Academic communities may translate their 

thoughts into action by developing behavioural norms based on the 

ideals outlined above. Based on the above statement, honest 

students are those who approach their academics with complete 

integrity. These students demonstrate a comprehension of the 

repercussions linked to participating in plagiarism and would take 

all necessary measures to ensure the originality of their work. They 

are the kind of individuals that would make a concerted effort to 

get the essential research abilities required for study, regardless of 

their gender. 

Gender is a set of traits that distinguish individuals based on their 

biological sex, specifically pertaining to males and females, and 

the cultural assignment of masculine and feminine qualities to 

them. Gender is perceived as a collection of socially designated 

attributes that differentiate between male and female conduct 

(Okeke, 2007). This study considers gender as a distinguishing 

characteristic that clearly differentiates the roles of males and 

females. According to a study conducted by Bateman and 

Valentine (2010), there is a correlation between gender and 

morality, suggesting that women tend to display greater levels of 

moral and ethical conduct compared to men. Apesteguia et al. 

(2012) found that there is a widely held belief that males generally 

demonstrate greater authoritarian inclinations, participate in more 

competitive activities, exhibit more violence, and take more risks 
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than women. Nye (2012) found that research indicates women 

generally display more degrees of engagement, caring behaviours, 

friendliness, and sensitivity compared to males in a wide-ranging 

manner. 

A previous study has shown that males often display more agentic 

tendencies, prioritise their professions and financial incentives, and 

participate in risk-taking activities, which can make them more 

prone to engaging in plagiarism. This disparity might perhaps 

account for the observed trend of females displaying a lower 

predisposition towards competition compared to males, as well as 

their decreased likelihood of engaging in dishonest acts such as 

cheating or plagiarising. While it is possible that there are natural 

differences in cheating tendencies between males and females, it is 

important to recognise that the results of studies examining gender 

differences in cheating behaviour may also be influenced by 

societal expectations for women to display more virtuous 

behaviour than men (Fisher & Brunell, 2014). Aside from the 

gender of postgraduate students which could determine the impact 

of Turnitin plagiarism detection test software on students` integrity 

in academic pursuits is also the type of programme they are doing 

be it master degree or doctoral degree. 

They are four basic programmes at the postgraduate level of 

education in most of the universities in the South-East and the four 

programmes are postgraduate diploma, master degree, master of 

philosophy (MPhil) and doctoral degree. This study is of much 

concern about doctoral degree (Ph.D), master degree (M.ed) and 

postgraduate diploma in education (PGDE) students because of the 

mandatory requirement binding on them by the universities in the 

study area that they are to run Turnitin plagiarism detection test for 

their research thesis before it can be submitted to the department 

board for any type of defence. This requirement has increased the 

integrity level of students on their academic pursuit. It is based on 

this that the present study intends to determine the impact of 

plagiarism detection test software on integrity in academic 

pursuits. 

The main aim of the study was to determine the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test software on postgraduate of Economics 

education students` integrity in academic pursuits. Specifically, the 

study sought to: 

- Determine the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

test software on postgraduate of Economics education 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuits. 

- Determine the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

test software on male and female postgraduate of 

Economics education students` integrity in intellectual 

pursuits. 

- Determine the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

test on postgraduate of Economics education students` 

integrity in intellectual pursuits based on students` 

academic programme 

The following research questions were framed to guide the study. 

- What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test 

software on postgraduate of Economics education 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuits? 

- What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test 

software on male and female postgraduate of Economics 

education students` integrity in intellectual pursuits? 

- What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test 

on postgraduate of Economics education students` 

integrity in intellectual pursuits based on students` 

academic programme? 

The two hypotheses below were tested at 0.05 significance level 

Ho1: There is no significant difference in the mean response rating 

of male and female postgraduate students of Economics education 

on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test on students` 

integrity in intellectual pursuits. 

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the mean response rating 

of ostgraduate students of Economics education on the impact of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in 

intellectual pursuits based on students` academic programme 

Methods 

The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. According 

to Ezeudu, Jolaosho and Dajan (2020) descriptive research design 

is a type of research design that is meant to accurately characterize 

the behaviour of a certain population. Since the goal of this study 

was to characterize the behaviour of postgraduate students of 

Economics Education in all the state owned universities in South- 

East, Nigeria, the study thereby settled for descriptive survey 

research design. The study was carried out in the South-East, 

Nigeria which comprises of three states which are Anambra State, 

Enugu State, Imo State, Abia State, and Ebonyi State. The region 

has 5 state owned universities, comprising of 1 in each states while 

only three out of the five states her university is offering 

Economics Education at the postgraduate level. The south-east 

region of Nigeria encompasses a total land area of 29,388 square 

kilometers while the three states the study was limited to due to the 

availability of postgraduate progremme in Economics Education in 

their state owned universities has a land mass of 18,144 square 

kilometers (World Gazetteer, 2013). The south-east region of 

Nigeria is a geopolitical zone that is geographically next to Benue 

and Kogi states in the north-west and north-east, respectively. To 

the west, it shares a border with Delta State, while Cross River 

State is to the east. The choice of the area stems from cases of 

plagiarism, as observed by the researcher. 

The population of the study was 185 (75 males and 110 females) 

and it covered all the postgraduate students of Economics 

Education in all the 3 state owned Universities offering Economics 

Education as a course at the postgraduate level. However, the three 

schools are Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki (68 students), Abia 

State University, Uturu (60 students) and Imo State University, 

Owerri (57 students). The population consisted of 3 sets of students 

(2020/2021 – 2022/2023) who were actively on the programme. 

The study's sample consisted of 126 postgraduate students of 

Economics Education, including 51 males and 75 females. The 

participants were selected from all three institutions that provide 

Economics education at the postgraduate level. Taro Yamane 

formular was used to arrive at a sample size of 126. The researcher 

used a proportionate random sampling technique to verify that the 

sample size of each school accurately reflected its percentage 

representation in the overall population. The study choose 47 (16 

males and 31 females) out of 68 postgraduate students offering 
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Economics Education at EBSU, 40 (10 males and 30 females) out 

of 60 postgraduate students offering Economics Education at 

ABSU, and 39 (25 males and 14 females) out of 57 postgraduate 

students offering Economics Education at IMSU. 

The data gathering tool used in this study was a researcher- 

developed questionnaire entitled Turnitin Plagiarism Detection 

Software Integrity in Intellectual Pursuits Questionnaire 

(TPDSIIPQ). The instrument comprised of two distinct portions, 

denoted as A and B. Section A collects data pertaining to gender, 

while Section B consists of contains 17 item questions aimed at 

eliciting information on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software on postgraduate students of economics education integrity 

in intellectual pursuits in State owned universities in South-East, 

Nigeria. All the 18 items were positively skewed with four options 

of: (4) strongly agree, (3) agree, (2) disagree, and (1) strongly 

disagree. The instruments underwent a process of face validation, 

which included the assessment and approval of three experts. 

These experts consisted of two individuals from the Department of 

Social Science Education and one individual from the Science 

Education Department's of Measurement and Evaluation Unit. To 

determine the degree of reliability of the instrument, a trial test was 

done by distributing 30 copies of the questionnaire to a sample of 

30 postgraduate Economics education students at the University of 

Lagos in the southwest region of Nigeria. The Postgraduate 

Economics Education students in South-West Nigeria were used 

because they were believed to have the same characteristics as 

students in the study area. With the use of Cronbach Alpha, a 

reliability value of 0.87 was obtained on the instrument. The 

coefficient value of 0.87 obtained shows that the designed 

instrument for the study was reliable. 

The data that was gathered was subjected to analysis utilizing the 

mean and standard deviation measures for each of the three 

research questions. Research questions with a mean score below 

2.5 were classified as rejected, while those with a mean score of 

2.5 and above were categorized as acceptable. Furthermore, 

hypotheses with p-values less than 0.05 were deemed statistically 

significant and hence rejected, while hypotheses with p-values 

larger than 0.05 were considered non-significant and accepted. The 

t-test was used to analysed hypotheses one while Analysis of 

Variance (ANCOVA) was used for research question 2. 

Results 

Research Question 1: What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection test software on postgraduate of Economics education 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuits? 

Table 1 Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Postgraduate Students of Economics Education on the Impact of Turnitin Plagiarism 

Detention Software on Students` Integrity in intellectual Pursuits. 

N = 126 

 Item Statement Mean SD Decision 

1 I make sure that there is no cut and paste in my work because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software. 
3.44 .59 

Agreed 

2 I take time to read literatures I use for my work because of Turnitin 
plagiarism detection software 

3.42 .60 
Agreed 

3 I make sure that I referenced authors’ correctly in my work because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.37 .64 

Agreed 

4 I do not try to update citations even when they are old because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.35 .62 

Agreed 

5 I desist from using a completed thesis/dissertations of other students 

because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.34 .63 

Agreed 

6 Citing a non-existing literature is not normal for me because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.17 .63 

Agreed 

7 I desist from falsification of references because of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software 
3.21 .77 

Agreed 

8 I cite the author even when I paraphrase because of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software 
3.31 .77 

Agreed 

9 I ensure that I quote the author when I copy a source verbatim because 

of Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.29 .71 

Agreed 

10 I try to produce an original work because of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software 
3.28 .65 

Agreed 

11 I ensure that all my in-text citations are referenced properly because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.05 1.03 

Agreed 

12 I avoid using an already produced work on the internet and reproduce 

it as mine because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.00 1.06 

Agreed 

13 I do encourage my fellow students to avoid plagiarism because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software 
3.10 .95 

Agreed 

14 I avoid using multiple citations from a particular works because of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software. 
3.10 .91 

Agreed 

15 I do frame article title by myself because of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software 
3.21 .85 

Agreed 

16 I do avoid using artificial intelligent for my works because of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software 
3.02 .91 

Agreed 

17 Knowing what constitutes Turnitin plagiarism helps me in avoiding 

plagiarism. 
3.17 .82 

Agreed 
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18 Turnitin plagiarism detection software colour coded ‘originality 

reports’ and scores on each students work helps me in ensuring 
academic integrity in my intellectual pursuit. 

  Agreed 

3.18 .81  

 Cluster Mean 
3.22 .76 

Agreed 

Table 1 shows the mean ratings of the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test software on postgraduate students of 

Economics Education integrity in intellectual pursuit in state 

universities in South-East, Nigeria. The data indicates that the 

average ratings provided by postgraduate students for items 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 surpass the 

criteria mean of 2.50. This shows that Turnitin plagiarism detection 

test software really have impact on postgraduate students of 

Economics Education integrity in their intellectual pursuit. The 

calculated cluster mean of 0.00, accompanied by a standard 

deviation of 0.00, also shows the general level of agreement on the 

18 items. 

Research Question 2: What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection test software on male and female postgraduate of 

Economics education students` integrity in intellectual pursuits? 

 

Table 2 Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Male and Female Postgraduate Students of Economics Education on the Impact of 

Turnitin Plagiarism Detention Test Software on Students` Integrity in intellectual Pursuits. 

Gender N Mean Std. Deviation 

Male 51 3.23 0.31 

Female 75 3.21 0.39 

Table 2 shows that the male postgraduate students of Economics 

Education had mean rating of 3.23 with a standard deviation of 

0.31, while the female postgraduate students of Economics 

Education had mean rating of 3.21 with standard deviation of 0.39. 

This shows that the male postgraduate students of Economics 

Education had a slightly higher mean rating on the impact of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection test software on male and female 

postgraduate of Economics education students` integrity in 

intellectual pursuits than their female counterpart. 

Ho1: There is no significant difference in the mean response rating 

of male and female postgraduate students of Economics education 

on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test on students` 

integrity in intellectual pursuits. 

Table 3 T-test Analysis of the Difference in the mean response rating of male and female postgraduate students of Economics 

education on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in intellectual pursuits 

Gender N Mean Std. Deviation df t Sig Decision 

Male 51 3.23 0.31 124 .262 .793 NS 
Female 75 3.21 0.39     

NS = Not Significant 

Table 3 reveals that there is no significant difference in the mean 

response rating of male and female postgraduate students of 

Economics education on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection test on students` integrity in intellectual pursuits in 

state universities in South-East, Nigeria, t (124) = .262, p = 0.793. 

This implies that the null hypothesis was not rejected since the 

associated probability value of .793 was greater than the 0.05 

significant level. 

Research Question 3: What is the impact of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection test software on postgraduate of Economics education 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuits based on students` 

academic programme? 

Table 4 Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Ph.D, M.Ed and PGDE Postgraduate Students of Economics Education on the Impact 

of Turnitin Plagiarism Detention Test Software on Students` Integrity in intellectual Pursuits. 

Programme N Mean Std. Deviation 

Ph.D 47 3.27 0.34 

M.Ed 40 3.20 0.39 

PGDE 39 3.22 0.30 

Table 4 shows that the Ph.D postgraduate students of Economics 

Education had mean rating of 3.27 with a standard deviation of 

0.34, the M.Ed postgraduate students of Economics Education had 

mean rating of 3.20 with a standard deviation of 0.39 while PGDE 

postgraduate students of Economics Education had mean rating of 

3.22 with a standard deviation of 0.30. This shows that the Ph.D 

postgraduate students of Economics Education had a higher mean 

rating on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test software 

on postgraduate of Economics education students` integrity in 

intellectual pursuits than their M.Ed and PGDE counterparts. 

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the mean response rating 

of students of Economics education on the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in intellectual 

pursuits based on students` academic programme 
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Table 5 ANOVA Analysis of the Difference in the response rating of students of Economics education on the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in intellectual pursuits based on students` academic programme 

 Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 57.262 3 28.631 .678 .509 

Within Groups 5193.730 122 42.225   

Total 5250.992 125    

Table 5 reveals that there is no significant difference in the mean 

ratings of the programme of students on the impact of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in intellectual 

pursuits, F (3, 125) = .678, p = 0.509. Given that the corresponding 

probability value of .509 is greater than the 0.05 significant level, 

this suggests that the null hypothesis was not rejected. Therefore, 

the results from the table shows that there was no significant 

difference in the mean response ratings students of Economics 

education on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism detection test on 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuits based on 

students` academic programme. 

Discussion of Findings 

The findings of the study revealed that making sure that there is no 

cut and paste in my work because of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software, taking time to read literatures I will use for my work 

because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, making sure that 

I reference authors’ correctly in my work because of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software, not trying to update citations even 

when they are old because of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software, desisting from using a completed thesis/dissertations of 

other students because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, 

citing a non-existing literature is not normal because of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software, desisting from falsification of 

references because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, citing 

the author even when paraphrased because of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software, ensure that the authors are quoted when copied 

a source verbatim because of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software, trying to produce an original work because of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection software, ensuring that all the in-text citations 

are referenced properly because of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software, avoing the use of an already produced work on the 

internet and reproduce it as mine because of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software, encouraging fellow students to avoid 

plagiarism because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, 

avoiing the use of multiple citations from a particular works 

because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, framing of 

article title by myself because of Turnitin plagiarism detection 

software, avoiding the use of artificial intelligent for my works 

because of Turnitin plagiarism detection software, Knowing what 

constitutes Turnitin plagiarism helps in avoiding plagiarism and 

Turnitin plagiarism detection software colour coded ‘originality 

reports’ and scores on each students work helps ensuring academic 

honesty in academic pursuit are all what brings about academic 

honesty among postgraduate students of economics education. The 

study shows further that there was no significant difference in the 

mean response of male and female postgraduate students of 

economics education on the impact of Turnitin plagiarism 

detection test software on integrity in intellectual pursuits. This 

discovery validates the core principles of Jeremy Bentham's 

Utilitarian Theory, formulated in 1907. According to this theory, 

an action is morally correct if it generates the greatest amount of 

good. It makes the claim that an action's correctness is solely 

dependent on the results it yields as a form of consequentialism. If 

the students ensure integrity in their academic pursuit, they will 

surely produce a good result, as postulated in utilitarian theory. 

Since Diaz et al (2021) also found a significant correlation between 

online proficiency, student internet confidence, and levels of 

plagiarism, the current study is in line with their findings. By 

implication, the finding of this study proves that Turnitin 

plagiarism detection tests could make postgraduate students of 

Economics Education to ensure integrity in their academic 

pursuits. Also, the study revealed that there was no significance 

difference in the mean response rating of male and female 

postgraduate students on the impact of plagiarism detection test on 

students` integrity in intellectual pursuit. In addition to the above 

finding, the study also find out that there was no significant 

difference in the mean response rating of postgraduate students on 

the impact of plagiarism detection test on students` integrity in 

intellectual pursuit based on their programme of study be it Ph.D or 

M.Ed or PGDE. 

Conclusion 

Based on the aforementioned observations and subsequent 

discussion, it may be inferred that postgraduate students of 

Economics education should involve the use of plagiarism 

detection test software for the sake of academic integrity. The 

study also concluded that both male and female postgraduate 

students of Economics education should ensure that they turn their 

works in on Turnitin plagiarism detection test software regularly so 

as to identify areas that are plagiarized in the work on time. 

Finally, the study concluded that irrespective of the programme of 

study undergoing by the postgraduate students of Economics 

education, running of plagiarism test through the use of Turnitin 

plagiarism detection test software should be mandated. In 

summary, the findings of the study show that Turnitin plagiarism 

detection software has impact on postgraduate students of 

Economics education integrity in academic pursuit. 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations were made based on the findings 

of the study. 

1. University management should give postgraduate students 

access to the school Turnitin account so that they can turn in their 

work at an early stage. 

2. University management should organize a detail workshop for 

both male and female postgraduate students on the impact of 

Turnitin plagiarism detection test software on students` academic 

integrity. 

3. Turnitin plagiarism detection test should be mandatory for all 

the students irrespective of their academic programmed. 
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