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Abstract: This paper studied the consequences of insecurity on educational system 

in kaduna state. The state which is one of the northwestern state has 23 local 

government areas with over 6 million people population. Descriptive design was 

adopted and data was collected by interview across the 23 local government areas. 

The population of the study comprised of traditional leaders, community leaders, 

teachers and students from each of the local government area visited. The 

respondents were chosen at random and were allowed to freely expressed their views 

based on the interview on the structured questions. The findings showed there was 

significant enrollment of students in schools across kaduna state in 2015, 2016 and 

2017, the students’ enrollment dropped significantly in 2018, 2019 and 2020 and; in 

2022 and 2023, there was slight increase in students’ enrollment in schools. A careful 

finding showed that some of these insecurities are politically motivated as once 

elections are close, the frequency of violent attacks and kidnapping were always being 

reduced. The researchers therefore, recommend that Government should carryout 

policies that have direct impacts on her subjects, the security must undergo some 

reforms with the view to fitting and matching the contemporary challenges, there 

should be some reforms that will include ethics and integrity, both internal and 

external organizations are advised to support children education in Kaduna state 

through funding. This may include building security bases, fencing and provisions of 

scholarships. 
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Introduction 

Kaduna state is one of the northwestern states of Nigeria which lies 

between latitude 9.6330 − 11.530 𝑁 and longitude 7.930 − 

8.0670 𝐸. It has 23 local government areas with a population of over 

6 million people. The state has witnessed vast development as it is 

taken by most northern states as the capital of northern Nigeria. The 

state like any other states in Nigeria and even the world at large, 

strives for both human and structural development. This 

development cannot be achieved if government and stakeholders fail 

to invest more educational sector. This is necessary because a state 

or nation can never develop above the quality her education. This 

education is a focal point to any meaningful development in all 

aspects of human endeavors. In northern Nigeria especially Kaduna 

state however, the education system has been deeply marred by 

insecurity to the extent that virtually all the 23 local governments 

has become almost deserted (Akinlabi and Ezioliaku, 2013). 

Educational growth will only triumph when the environment is 

peaceful and conducive for both the learners and the instructors. 

Peace and security are indispensable variables needed for purposeful 

educational operations. The term security according to Hornby in 

(Akinlabi and Ezioliaku, 2013) defines security as the state of being 

being free from danger. Once people are having the feelings of being 

free from danger, then they live and operate smoothly and 

effectively. In the contrary, if an environment is filled with both 

chaotic events and uncertainties, the people live in constant fear 

thereby paralyzing educational activities. This is because they feel 

insecure. Insecurity usually comes with many unfortunate 

experiences in its train which include anxiety, pains, poverty, deaths 

among others. Scholars such as Beland (2005) defines insecurity as 

“a condition in which people live in constant fear and anxiety due to 

activities happening around them that is capable of destroying their 

properties and even terminating their lives”. It can be seen as being 

open to danger or threat which makes individuals susceptible to 

harm or injury (Yusuf, 2023). The world has faced a serious growing 

number of security challenging arising from terrorists’ activities, oil 

spillage riots, kidnapping and jihadists activities in recent years. 

These activities have plunged the entire world in a great fear and full 

of uncertainties. Different communities globally have become 

worried and concerned on the harm being caused by insecurity as it 

is affecting the efforts and commitment towards achieving 

sustainable development. This is because achieving a sustainable 

development in the face of widespread insecurity of lives and 

properties is not possible in any country (Chidawa et al., 2023). 

Insecurity in Kaduna State has become like a hot potatoes in all her 

23 local government areas since 2015 till date. It started with total 

destruction of lives and properties in Jema’a, Kajuru, Kaura, Kachia, 

Chikun, Birnin gwari and later escalated to other local government 

areas of the state. It has been a long standing menace occuring in 
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different forms which include terrorism, banditry and kidnapping, 

and consequently disrupting economic and educational activities of 

almost the entire state. The consequences of insecurity on education 

in Kaduna State are very significant and this has prompted the 

researchers to explore those consequences and recommend solutions 

to mitigate them. 

Statement Problem 

The number of pupils been enrolled across kaduna state has 

drastically reduced due to several variables associated with 

insecurity ravaging the entire state. The insecurity has led to the 

destruction of schools, houses, markets and places of worships. The 

destruction of such institutions has forced many people to desert 

their localities thereby forcing children out of schools for several 

years. Consequently, educational growth in the state has suffered 

setback as many schools in rural areas are no longer in existence due 

to kidnapping and banditry ravaging most parts of the state. This 

scenario has devastating effects on nation’s building, as 

development of every country largely depends on the quality of 

education of her people. In view of this, the researchers intend to 

carryout a research on the consequences of insecurity on educational 

system in Kaduna state. 

The Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the research paper include: 

I. To highlight some of the consequences of insecurity on 

educational system in kaduna state. 

II. To give some recommendations through which the 

problems can be mitigated 

The Study Area 

Kaduna state was created in 1966 and since then, the state has 

witness a vast increase in population with different several 

institutions of learning established in the northern parts of the state. 

The state has over 6 millions people according to 2006 census with 

the large chunk of her populace practising agriculture as their major 

source of income. The state natural vegetation is savannah and it 

shares borders with states like Katsina, Niger, Plateau, Nasarawa 

and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja (Ajayi and Toyin, 

2024). 
 

 

 

Review of Related Work 

Figure 1: Map of Kaduna state showing local government areas 

Using self-structured questionnaire on the effects of insecurity on 

educational development of Oyo state, the analysis of the responses 

The correlation between academic achievements of students and 

security has been a topic of debate on several occasions. Some 

scholars such as Ebokaiwe (2020) carried out a study and 

investigated the relationship between school insecurity and 

academic performance of students where he used secondary data and 

employed a vector auto-regressive model. In his findings, he 

discovered that insecurity has uncountable number of devastating 

effects on the generality of educational system especially in Nigeria. 

indicated that insecurity do much damages to education (Adebayo, 

2019). Insecurity is a chronic threat to human existence and anything 

that has to do with livelihoods (Calistar, 2015). Ndubuisi and 

Theresa (2019) asserted that insecurity does not only affect 

academic institutions but also affects industrialization and 

sustainability of a nation. All forms of life-threatening situations 

abound in virtually all states across Nigeria. These threats include 

cultism, kidnapping and massacre of youths by rampaging gun men 
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(Uzochukwu, 2015). In some cases, students are being kidnapped 

by kidnappers in order to get money from government and 

sympathizers This ugly situation has compeled some parents to 

withdraw their children from schools.According findings of 

Chidawa (2023), when learning environment is not safe, it exposes 

students to social vices which will be counter productive. 

Consequences of Insecurity on Education 

i. Interruption of Educational Activities: majority of schools 

in some local government areas such as Kajuru, Kauru, 

Birnin gwari, Kachia, Chikun and Zangon kataf have been 

closed down as those communities have deserted their 

villages as a results of constant attacks by bandits. This is 

in agreement with the report of the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) that said about 1.9 million 

children had abandoned school in Nigeria due to 

insecurity in northern Nigeria. 

ii. Decline in students’ Enrollment: A lot of schools in 

villages are virtually empty as parents have removed their 

wards from schools due to insecurity. even report by the 

Global Partnership for Education revealed that the number 

of students that abandoned studies in West Africa was 

over 30 million between 2013 and 2018 due to insecurity. 

Poverty: Insecurity usually plunges people into poverty to the extent 

that parents can hardly settle their wards school fee. This is because 

most of them depend on farming, but they dare not go to farm for 

fear of being killed or kidnapped. 

Methodology 

In this research paper,descriptive design has been adopted. It was 

done by the collection of information on the consequences of 

insecurity and how it is related to educational growth from the 

respondents across the 23 local government areas of the state. The 

population for the study comprised of traditional leaders, 

community leaders, teachers and students from each of the local 

government area visited. The respondents were chosen at random 

and were allowed to freely expressed their views based on the 

interview on the structured questions. 

 

 

Figure 2: Graph showing students enrolment for 9 years 

Figure 2 is a graph that displayed the average percentage of students’ 

enrollment in schools across Kaduna state. From the graph, it could 

be seen that in the years 2015, 2016 and 2017, the students 

enrollment was significant with the average record of 60%. 

Conversely, students’ enrollment in schools across the state in 2018, 

2019, 2020, 2021 dropped by about 40% with average enrollment of 

about 21%. However, the enrollment has slightly gone up to 30% in 

2022 and 2023. 

Discussion of Findings 

From the findings, the significant enrollment of students in schools 

across kaduna state in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was due to relative peace 

being enjoyed within those years. However, the students’ enrollment 

dropped significantly in 2018, 2019 and 2020. Apparently, this was 

due to insecurity that hit the entire state within this period. In this 

period, both teachers and students were being killed or kidnapped 

either on their ways to schools or in their respective classes. In 2022 

and 2023, kidnapping and attacks reduced slightly thereby making 

the students’ enrollment in schools to appreciated slightly. A careful 

finding showed that some of these insecurity are politically 

motivated as once elections are close, the frequency of violent 

attacks and kidnapping were always being reduced. 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

i. Government Policies. Government policies have a direct 

impacts on her subjects. Immediately the masses lost their 

jobs in Kaduna state, the state became like an arbatoir 

where people were being killed on daily basis. It is 
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therefore, recommended that government at all levels 

should embark on policies that have a positive impacts on 

the masses. These policies should be both educationally 

oriented and job creation based. 

ii. Security Reforms: The security must undergo some 

reforms with the view to fitting and matching the 

contemporary challenges. These should include training 

of personnel and provisions of modern equipment to 

combat violent extremism, banditry, kidnapping and other 

forms of insecurity. Security men should be stationed 

close to school for quick responses when the need arises 

iii. Educational reforms: There should be some reforms that 

will include ethics and integrity. This ethical conducts 

when adhere to, will go a long away in mitigating crimes 

to some extent. The teachers and all the educational 

stakeholders should device measures for motivating both 

teachers and students as that will encourage them 

iv. Financial Support: Both internal and external 

organizations are advised to support children education in 

Kaduna state through funding. This may include building 

security bases, fencing and scholarships. It will go a long 

way in bridging the gaps already created 
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