MSI Journal of
Arts, Law and Justice (MSIJALJ)

M™siP

Restoration for Blessings: A Biblical and Theological Reflection on

Haggai 2:15

Janfalan Yusuf Ishaya Ph. D!, Philip Oyeyemi Ph. D, Gershinen Paul Dajur Ph. D3,
Nanlir Kartim Napbut Ph. D#

1.3 St. Francis of Asisi College of Theology Wusasa

24" Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary Abeokuta

* Correspondence: Nanlir Kartim Napbut Ph. D

The authors declare
that no funding was
received for this work.

Received: 15-September-2025
Accepted: 27-September-2025
Published: 29-September-2025

Copyright © 2025, Authors retain
copyright. Licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License (CC BY 4.0), which permits
unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided
the original work is properly cited.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/

4.0/ (CC BY 4.0 deed)

This article is published by MSI
Publishers in MSI Journal of Arts,
Law and Justice (MSIJALJ)

ISSN 3049-0839 (Online)

The journal is managed and published

by MSI Publishers

Volume: 2, Issue: 9 (September-2025)

ABSTRACT: The post-exilic prophecy of Haggai confronts

Israel’s discouragement, misplaced priorities, and economic
hardship after returning from Babylonian captivity. Haggai
2:15 exhorts the community to “consider from this day
onward,” urging reflection on the consequences of neglecting
God’s house and calling them toward restoration as the
pathway to renewed blessings. This study explores the
historical, literary, and theological dimensions of the verse,
demonstrating that restoration is both physical and spiritual,
involving communal renewal and personal transformation.
Theologically, the passage affirms God’s sovereignty,
covenantal faithfulness, and human responsibility to reorder
life around divine priorities. Contemporary implications
extend to individual believers and faith communities,
particularly within the African context, underscoring that
restoration is foundational for experiencing God’s blessings.
Ultimately, Haggai 2:15 emerges as a timeless summons to
prioritize God’s purposes, trust His promises, and rediscover

blessings through faithful restoration.
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Introduction

The prophetic book of Haggai, written in 520 BCE during King Darius’ reign,
addresses the challenges of the Jewish community after exile. Faced with opposition,
economic strain, and declining zeal, the people hesitated to rebuild the temple, the
center of covenantal worship (Childs 567). Haggai 2:15—“Now then, consider from
this day onward...”—serves as a theological pivot, contrasting divine judgment for
neglect with the promise of blessings through renewed obedience (Brueggemann
124). By calling Israel to reflect critically on their past failures and future hope, the
verse highlights the inseparability of restoration and covenantal faithfulness
(Fretheim 45; Goldingay 302). Its enduring message affirms God’s sovereignty and
human responsibility, providing a framework for contemporary faith communities to

pursue spiritual, social, and ethical renewal (Barth 372).
Conceptual Clarification of Terms

Restoration. Restoration signifies God’s renewal of covenantal relationship following
disobedience or exile, symbolized in Haggai by the rebuilding of the temple (Childs
571; Wright, Mission of God 212). It is simultaneously structural and spiritual,

fostering both communal revival and personal transformation.

Blessings. Blessings represent divine favor expressed in prosperity, peace, and well-
being (Deut. 28:1-14; Brueggemann 126). In Haggai, blessings are not the result of

human effort but the fruit of covenantal obedience.

Obedience. Obedience entails aligning human actions with divine will. Prophetic
texts consistently affirm that obedience leads to blessing, while disobedience results
in judgment (Fretheim 52). The act of rebuilding the temple exemplified Israel’s

covenant loyalty.

Covenant. The covenant frames Israel’s relationship with God as a binding
commitment involving divine promises and human obligations (Goldingay 311;

Barth 374). Restoration and blessing are inseparably tied to covenant fidelity.
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Reflection. Reflection denotes critical discernment of divine activity and human
response. In Haggai 2:15, the command to “consider” demands careful evaluation of

the consequences of neglect and the hope of restoration (Gowan 89).
Theoretical Framework
Covenantal Theology

Haggai 2:15 underscores that blessings are covenantal and contingent on obedience.

The rebuilding of the temple represents covenant renewal (Barth 93; Hahn 51).
Hermeneutical Theory

Drawing from Gadamer’s concept of the “fusion of horizons,” interpretation emerges
from dialogue between the ancient text and modern reader (Gadamer 306). Canonical
interpretation situates Haggai 2:15 within the larger biblical narrative (Childs 219;
Fee and Stuart 29).

Contextual Theology

Contextual theology applies Haggai’s message to contemporary realities, particularly
in Africa, linking restoration to social, economic, and spiritual renewal (Bevans 3;

Gutiérrez 105).

Synthesis. These frameworks affirm that restoration is both theological and practical,
that blessings arise from covenantal fidelity, and that reflection connects Israel’s

historical experience with the lived faith of contemporary Christian communities.
Methodology

This study employs a biblical-exegetical method grounded in historical-critical and
literary analysis to examine Haggai 2:15 in its context (Fee and Stuart 23; Childs
221). Theological reflection draws from systematic and biblical theology to interpret
restoration and blessings through God’s sovereignty and human responsibility (Grenz
214; Barth 95). A contextual approach applies the text to African churches,

highlighting its relevance in confronting socio-economic crises and moral challenges
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(Bevans 5; Gutiérrez 109). Together, these methods bridge historical meaning and

contemporary application.
Literature Review

Scholars emphasize that Haggai’s post-exilic setting—marked by crop failure,
discouragement, and halted reconstruction—illuminates the urgency of prophetic
exhortation (Childs 214; Fretheim 161; Hahn 47). Theologically, Haggai underscores
covenant fidelity and divine sovereignty, presenting blessings as rooted in God’s
initiative (Barth 97; Grenz 219; Brueggemann 68). Hermeneutically, the text’s
enduring value lies in its engagement with present readers (Gadamer 307; Childs
224). Contextual readings, particularly within African and liberationist traditions,
interpret restoration as spiritual and social renewal that calls communities toward

justice and reconstruction (Gutiérrez 89; Bevans 5).
Biblical Exegesis of Haggai 2:15
Text and Translation

“Now therefore consider from this day onward—before one stone was laid upon
another in the house of the Lord...” (NRSV). The imperative “consider” conveys a

summons to self-examination and reorientation (Childs 214-16).
Historical and Literary Context

The post-exilic community, weakened by opposition and hardship, had stalled temple
reconstruction (Hag. 1:2—4; Brueggemann 120-25). The phrase “from this day

onward” marks a decisive turning point in covenantal accountability (Childs 217).
Literary Structure and Rhetorical Force

The juxtaposition of past neglect with promised future blessing highlights repentance

and renewed commitment (Fretheim 160; Brueggemann 124-26).
Theological Themes

1. Corporate and Liturgical Restoration. Rebuilding the temple reestablished
communal identity and divine presence (Childs 213—15; Goldingay 292).
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2. Covenantal Causality. Obedience yields blessing, while neglect invites hardship

(Hahn 48; Fretheim 162).

3. Practical Penitence and Hope. Reflection translates into tangible action that

invites divine restoration (Brueggemann 130-33).

4. Embodied Religion. Faith integrates devotion with practical labor and

community service (Gutiérrez 89).
Canonical and Intertextual Resonances

Haggai echoes Deuteronomic theology, linking obedience with blessing (Deut. 28),
exile with restoration (Jer. 29), and renewal with divine presence (Ezek. 36-37;

Childs 222; Goldingay 296).
Implications and Application

Haggai calls contemporary believers to evaluate their priorities and pursue
covenantal renewal through worship, justice, and communal faithfulness (Bevans 5;

Gutiérrez 105).
Reconsidering Priorities: An African Ecclesial Reading

1. Worship and Communal Identity. The temple symbolizes covenantal life; African

churches must resist fragmentation and promote unity (Childs 213; Mbiti 141).

2. Economic Justice and National Integrity. Israel’s economic crisis mirrors Africa’s
corruption and mismanagement; churches must advocate transparency and justice

(Fretheim 162; Bediako 85).

3. Integration of Faith and Development. Faith must drive holistic development,

including education, healthcare, and advocacy (Sanneh 97; Gutiérrez 89).

4. Hope and Forward Vision. “From this day onward” reimagines the future with
covenantal hope. African churches must mobilize communities toward

transformation (Brueggemann 62; Mbiti 210).
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5. Contemporary Ecclesial Practices. Liturgical renewal, ethical stewardship,

holistic ministry, and prophetic witness must characterize African Christianity.
Implications for the Nigerian and African Church

1. Re-centering Worship. Churches must anchor worship in covenantal unity that

fosters social engagement (Pobee 62).

2. Challenging Corruption. Prophetic integrity requires confronting systemic

corruption while modeling accountability (Oduyoye 45).

3. Faith and Development. Evangelism must integrate social transformation through

education, healthcare, and community empowerment (Sanneh 103).

4. Gender and Reconstruction. Women’s leadership is indispensable for

comprehensive restoration (Oduyoye 89).

5. Prophetic Hope. Churches must proclaim hope as a catalyst for reconciliation and

transformation (Brueggemann 67).
Conclusion

Haggai 2:15 remains a timeless exhortation to covenantal reflection and renewal. For
the post-exilic community, restoration began with rebuilding the temple; for today’s
African churches, it begins with re-centering worship, confronting corruption,
integrating faith with development, empowering women, and sustaining prophetic
hope. By laying new “stones” of justice, unity, and resilience, the church participates

in God’s covenantal restoration and experiences the blessings of divine faithfulness.
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